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FICCI’s 93rd Annual Convention  

December 11-12 & 14, 2020 

Theme: “Inspired India” 

Chief Guest 

Shri Narendra Modi 
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India 

on December 12, 2020 at 11.00 a.m. over Virtual Platform 

 

Tentative Programme as on 9.12.2020 

 

SESSION 

Friday, December 11, 2020  

 
3.30 p.m. – 
4.00 p.m. 

 
“India’s Economic Recovery: The Way Forward” 

 
Address by: 
 
Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, Hon’ble Minister for Finance & Corporate Affairs, 

Government of India* 

 

 
 
 
4.10 p.m. –  
4.30 p.m. 
 
 
 
4.30 p.m. – 
5.45 p.m. 
 
 

 
Curtain Raiser to “Inspired India” 
 
Keynote Address on “Indian Economy and Reinforcing Federal Trust” 
 
Mr N K Singh, Chairman, Finance Commission, Government of India 
 
 
Panel Discussion on “Inspired India” with Secretaries to Government of India  
 
Opening Remarks:  
 
Mr Sandip Somany, Immediate Past President, FICCI & Vice Chairman & Managing 
Director, Somany Impresa Group 
 
Moderation by: 
 
Ms Shereen Bhan, Managing Director, CNBC-TV18  
 
Discussants: 
 

• Dr Guruprasad Mohapatra, Secretary, Department for Promotion of Industry and 
Internal Trade 

• Dr Ajay Bhushan Pandey, Finance Secretary, Ministry of Finance 

• Shri Tarun Bajaj, Secretary, Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance 

• Shri Amit Khare, Secretary, Department of Higher Education  

• Shri Rahul Chhabra, Secretary, Economic Relations 

• Shri Arvind Kumar Sharma, Secretary, Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium 
Enterprises 

 

 
5.45 p.m. – 
6.15 p.m. 
 

 
“India – US Strategic Partnership” 

 
Address by: 
 
Mr Richard Rahul Verma, Former U.S. Ambassador to India 
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6.30 p.m. – 
7.00 p.m.  

 
“Indian Mythology and Business” 
Modern business and principles of management are of recent origin.   
 
A study of Indian mythology suggests that without principle of management event and 
activities could not have taken place. 
 
The session will explore the connect between Indian Mythology and modern business, 
what are the lessons and learnings. 
 
Address by: 
 
Mr Atul Satya Koushik, Indian Mythology Expert and Playwright & Director 
 

Saturday, December 12, 2020  

 
9.00 a.m. – 
9.30 a.m. 
 
   

 
“The Future is Now” 
Every major industry is undergoing a transformation. Convergence of AI, robotics, virtual 
reality, digital technology and sensors among others would shape the world and alter the 
course of history. Some believe that the transition and future is some time away. The 
session will focus on “the Future is Now”. 
 
Address by: 
 
Dr Peter H. Diamandis, Founder and Executive Chairman, XPRIZE Foundation and 
Executive Founder and Director, Singularity University 
 

 
9.30 a.m. – 
10.30 a.m.  

 
“AI & the New Digital World Ahead" 
In a world marked by the COVID-19 pandemic, AI and digital technology’s transformative 
power are being accelerated in every sector. Manufacturing, health, education, 
government, and service sectors have been reshaped by insights gained from digital tools. 
At the core of this, data analytics, speech recognition and machine learning have helped 
industries formulate strategy and adapt to a changing future. 
 
What are the implications of this? As India scales new heights in innovation, its increased 
investment in emerging technologies cannot be missed. A sizeable portion of India’s $5 
trillion economy size should come from the research and development of AI in India. While 
the country moves towards manufacturing 4.0, AI is set to play a crucial role in spurring 
growth. India is in a unique position to thrive on the global digital wave with AI as its pivot.  
 
This session will review the country’s current technological development and trends in the 
AI space- explore its future possibilities and the way ahead for governments, firms, and 
businesses to utilise AI in the new normal 

 
Welcome & Introductory Remarks:  
 
Ms Nivruti Rai, Country Head, Intel India & Vice President, DPG, Intel Technology India 
Pvt. Ltd. 
 
Fireside Chat  

Dr Sangita Reddy, President, FICCI & 

Mr Satya Nadella, Chief Executive Officer, Microsoft 

  
Speakers: 
 

• Mr Raja Koduri, Chief Architect, Intel Corporation  

• Dr Anish Shah, Dy MD & Group CFO, Mahindra Group 

• Dr Eric Schmidt, ex-Chairman Alphabet and Chairman of National Security 
Commission on AI (NSCAI)  

• Prof. Karim R. Lakhani, Charles Edward Wilson Professor of Business 
Administration, Harvard Business School  
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10.30 a.m.- 
10.45 a.m.  

 
“Inspired India: A Business Leader’s Perspective”   
 
“Our country is as strong as our enterprise” 
Role of the corporate sector, the leadership provided by business leaders and how they 
cooperate and partner with stakeholders will be the crux of our future for inclusive and 
sustainable growth. Mr N Chandrasekaran, Chairman, Tata Sons, would share a business 
leader’s perspective. 
 
Address by: 
 
Mr N Chandrasekaran, Chairman, Tata Sons 
 
 
 

 
11.00 a.m.- 
11.50 a.m. 

 
Inauguration of the FICCI Annual Convention:  
 
Shri Narendra Modi, Hon'ble Prime Minister of India 
 
 
 

 
11.50 a.m.- 
1 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Atmanirbhar Bharat – Manufacturing”  
 
At a time when lockdowns have become a feature of the new normal, the world we live in 
has transformed ever so quickly, and most noticeably in the manufacturing sector. Firms 
have reinvented and redesigned manufacturing processes- including logistics, delivery, 
and payment methods. Collaboration among firms, both domestic and international, has 
created a new eco-system to closely connect suppliers, customers, manufacturers, and 
other stakeholders in the supply chain.   
 
This has created a vast opportunity for India to integrate with the global supply chain and 
more so for our MSMEs. The government’s policies on ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ in which PLI 
is going to play a major role along with reforms in land and labour laws, can not only make 
us self-reliant but also enable us to supply to the world on large scale. This will help grow 
our manufacturing from 16 – 24% of GDP along with the promise of employment to many.  
  
The use of digital technology, AI, ML, IOT & 3D Printing and sharing of data in real-time 
both within the organisation and across the supply chain are transforming the 
manufacturing landscape and can catapult our Industry to the next level of innovation 
platform with a global competitive edge. 
  
The session will focus on the current initiatives taken by the Government under PLI, 
MSME, Financing and many more reforms that are integral to a globally competitive 
manufacturing sector.  
 
Keynote Address on “Role of MSME’s in Atmanirbhar Bharat” by: 
 
Shri Nitin Gadkari, Hon'ble Minister for MSME, Road Transport & Highways, 
Government of India 
 
Special Address on “PLI for Exponential Growth of Manufacturing” by:  
 
Shri Amitabh Kant, CEO, NITI Aayog 
 
Discussants: 
 

• Mr Hemant Malik, Divisional Chief Executive, Food Business, ITC Limited, ITC 
Green Centre 

• Mr Sunil Vachani, Chairman, Dixon Technologies India Ltd. 
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1 p.m. – 
1.30 p.m.   

 
"The Building Blocks of the New India" 
FICCI’s Annual Convention with the theme “Inspired India”, is a platform and an occasion 
to discuss the way forward in creating the building blocks of a new India. Traditional 
sectors like textiles and apparel, leather, gems, and jewellery have played a key role, over 
the years. However, the IT & BPO sector, the automobile sector, the telecom sectors, and 
more recently the AI & digital sector have created a new set of entrepreneurs. 
 
As the country steers into a new era of digitisation, which sector will continue to be the 
building blocks of a new India: which new sectors will emerge! What would be the nature 
of entrepreneurship and what are the key enablers for EODB in the economic map of India. 
 
In this session, Shri Piyush Goyal Hon'ble Minister for Commerce & Industry will share his 
views, thoughts, and ideas on the New Building blocks of a new India.  
 
Address by: 
Shri Piyush Goyal, Hon'ble Minister for Commerce & Industry & Railways, Government 
of India 
 

 
1.30 p.m. – 
2.30 p.m. 
 

 
Lunch 
 

 
2.30 p.m. – 
3.00 p.m.  
 
 

 
“Economic Diplomacy & Atmanirbhar Bharat” 

In the new world order, economic diplomacy will be a key determinant of international 

relations. For India, the mantra is to weave together interdependence and self-reliance 

while reaffirming bilateral and regional understanding and creating a conducive multilateral 

framework for the assertive, self-reliant India of the 21st century. 

 

The growing emphasis on economic diplomacy is timely to realise the vision of 

Atmanirbhar Bharat through the promotion of successful global partnerships. To discuss 

the exciting new frontiers and ambitious vision for India through the foreign policy lens, 

President Elect FICCI engages India’s dynamic Minister for External Affairs in a one to 

one power chat at an exclusive session at FICCI Annual Convention. The conversation 

covers the vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat, the role of Economic Diplomacy in enabling 

successful partnerships by taking India to the word and bringing the best of the world to 

India. 

 
Mr Uday Shankar, President- Elect, FICCI  
 
in Conversation with 
 
Dr S Jaishankar, Hon'ble Minister for External Affairs, Government of India 
 

 
3.00 p.m. – 
3.30 p.m. 

 
“Could this be the Decade for the Emerging Markets” 
Many emerging markets in the past have grown to be developed countries today. These 

countries pursued a definite growth agenda, with a strong focus on manufacturing and 

based on a strong partnership with large economies. Developed countries are facing a 

unique set of their own challenges. India is a leading emerging market. India is also 

developing strategic relationships with countries and investors around the world.  

 

This session explores could this be the decade of the emerging markets including India. 

What would it take for India to make the transition and how could India reimagine the 

economic relationship with strategic partners. 

 
Keynote Address by: 

 

Mr Ruchir Sharma, Head of Emerging Markets & Chief Global Strategist, Morgan 

Stanley Investment Management  
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3.30 p.m. – 
3.45 p.m. 
 

 
Break 

 
3.45 p.m. – 
5.00 p.m. 

 
“Vaccine Magic and reimagining healthcare in a post COVID world” 
 
This pandemic has highlighted the need for a complete overhaul and for providers and 

Governments to reimagine the ways of healthcare delivery. Nations and States are already 

re-evaluating the healthcare systems and processes and as a result, the Telemedicine 

Guidelines were issued, Production linked incentive schemes for the manufacture of API’s 

and Key intermediates as well as medical equipment were launched.  

 

The Indian government also announced the National Healthcare Digital Mission. As the 

world waits for a vaccine to defeat COVID-19, many questions are being raised about 

adequate availability of the vaccine, effective distribution networks, the supply chain, the 

delivery and inoculation capability, public trust and most essential, global co-operation, 

are some of it. The cost of such a massive immunization programme weighs on the minds 

of people and governments alike.  

 

As the world moves to a contactless economy, drivers like Telehealth, IoT, AI can play a 

crucial role in the delivery of Healthcare, this will define new standards of patient care and 

treatment pathways.  

 

This session will review the lessons learnt, evaluate which parts of the initiatives 

accelerated during the crisis will become mainstream and what Private- Public 

Partnerships would emerge and how nations can and will collaborate going forward. What 

is the current state of the development of vaccine, when could one reasonably expect the 

vaccine to be available, what is the preparedness in terms of manufacture, distribution and 

delivery, what more could be done for this to be accelerated through partnerships within 

India and globally.  

 

This Session will also discuss how India could become a leading vaccine, pharmaceuticals 

and healthcare provider to the world and how we will vaccinate 1B people! 

 
 
Keynote Speaker:   
 
Dr V K Paul, Member, NITI Aayog  
 
Special Address:  
 
Dr Prathap C Reddy, Chairman, Apollo Hospitals Group 
 
Special Address:  
 
Lord David Prior, Chair, NHS England  
 
 
Panellists: 
 

• Dr Habil Khorakiwala, Past President, FICCI & Chairman, Wockhardt Limited  

• Mr Pankaj Patel, Past President, FICCI & Chairman, Cadila Heathcare Ltd.  

• Dr Krishna Ella, CMD, Bharat Biotech International Ltd 

• Mr Gagandeep Singh, Country President, AstraZeneca 

• Mr S Sridhar, Managing Director, Pfizer India Limited 
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5.00 p.m. - 
5.30 p.m.  
 

 
“Aspiring Odisha for Inspired India”  
States are the building block and growth engines of the country. The “inspired India” is 
in a way all about the states realizing their full potential and lead the charge for an India 
of tomorrow. Odisha has seen tremendous growth over the years and has emerged as 
one of the most sought after investment destinations in the country. The session 
explores the factors behind its growth story with Hon’ble Chief Minister of Odisha sharing 
his vision for the all round development. 
 
Interventions by Industry Leaders 

• Mr Harsh Pati Singhania, Past President, FICCI &  
Vice Chairman & MD, J K Paper Ltd 

• Mr Sandip Somany, Past President, FICCI &  
Vice Chairman & Managing Director, Somany Impresa Group 

 
Address by:  
Shri Naveen Patnaik, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Odisha 

 

 

 
5.30 p.m. – 
7.00 p.m. 

 
“CAPITAL - funding India’s US$ 5 trillion economy” 
 
“It’s all about the Money, Honey”  
  
As India aspires to be a $5 trillion economy by 2024-2025, analysts believe that it might 
take two or three years longer due to the global pandemic. For the country to achieve its 
dream, the growth rate in the post-pandemic recovery phase will have to be over 10-12 % 
consistently. This would require significant investment from the private sector and the 
government. Banks too will have a crucial role to play in this. 
 
Capital in India is accessed and dispersed differently from other parts of the world. 
Understanding the nuances, structure and the entire ecosystem for an accelerated growth 
is critical. 
 
A number of policy announcements, by both the central and state governments, have 
aimed to attract FDI. However, a large amount of capital could push the needle towards 
creating a $5 trillion economy. This requires increased participation from the private sector, 
including PE firms, venture capitalists, and start-ups.  
 
This session will discuss how India will create a financial architecture for a $5 trillion 
economy. The session will examine and explore the possibilities of new initiatives, and the 
actions regulators, government, and industry could take. The role of FDI, FII, PE & VC 
funds in this enormous proposition will be a key focus area of the session.  
 
Keynote Address: 
Mr Mark Machin, President, Canada Pension Plan Investment Board  
 
 
Moderation by: 
Mr Rashesh Shah, Past President, FICCI & Chairman & CEO, Edelweiss Group 
 
 
Panellists: 

• Mr Ashwani Bhatia, Managing Director, State Bank of India  

• Mr Sanjay Nayar, Partner and CEO, KKR India  

• Mr Bhargav Dasgupta, Chairman, FICCI National Committee on Insurance & 

Managing Director & CEO, ICICI Lombard General Insurance 

 

  



7 
 

Monday, December 14, 2020 

 
9.00 a.m. – 
9.30 a.m. 

 
“Leveraging ICT for Economic Revival in Post COVID-19 Era” 
 
COVID-19 has transformed the digital adoption among nations, institutions, industry and 

individuals. Data is the new Oil. The government had launched the Digital India initiative. 

The JAM trinity has enabled the introduction and expansion of digital payments among 

other benefits. It is clear that the electronics Sector in India would be a key driver of growth 

going forward. Many initiatives such as the PLI Scheme to attract manufacturing have 

been announced. Major relaxations on enabling work from home have also been 

announced. 

 

This session would focus on what it would take to mainstream the COVID led adoption in 

the new normal, what are the next steps in making India a Global Electronics hub.  

 
Address by: 

 

Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad, Hon’ble Minister for Law & Justice, Communications and 

Electronics & Information Technology, Government of India 

  

 
9.30 a.m. - 
10.00 a.m. 

 

“Quest for Sufficiency & Sustainability of Indian Power Sector”  
 
As economic activity grows and we move towards a 5 Trillion $ Economy, the need for 

energy would grow. In addition with India leading the adoption of targets as envisaged in 

the Paris accord, the share of renewables in the total share of power would continue to 

rise. The Government has taken a number of initiatives in both the power as well as 

renewable sector. Many more reforms are underway. 

 

This session would focus on how India could attain both sufficiency and sustainability in 

the Power Sector. As well as how to build on the current reforms, the proposed new 

measures and the need for greater stakeholder collaboration and partnership.   

 

Address by: 

 

Shri R K Singh, Hon’ble Minister for Power, Government of India 
 

 

 
10.00 a.m.- 
11.00 a.m.  

 
“Edu-volution and the Future of Jobs” 
 

The pandemic has radically altered the education and skills sector. In a world where 

lockdowns have suspended regular life, classes and exams have moved online. The 

education sector, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic has undergone a paradigm 

shift and has re-invented itself.  

 

As firms have continued to invest in technology for services, payments, and even 

contactless delivery, the required skill sets have also undergone a change. Every sector 

from manufacturing to healthcare is undergoing significant changes. It is now important 

for us to create a culture of lifetime learning and education and resist traditional models 
and embrace a Digi physical approach. This transition to a digital world however has 

challenges around access, affordability, and acceptability. To bridge this gap, the 

government has rolled out the New Education Policy (NEP) 2020, with focus on Education 

& Skilling as integral to India’s economic success.   

 
This session will focus on these critical areas, explore what would the jobs of the future 
look like, review various facets of the NEP and discuss the way forward. Deliberate on the 
importance of skills and education that will prime India’s youth for the future. 
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Presentation by Gifted Children from Pravaha Foundation  
 
Opening Remarks & Session Moderation:  
Mr Manish Sabharwal, Chairman of the Board of Directors, TeamLease Services Ltd 
 
Address by: 
Mr Azim Premji, Non-Executive Chairman, Wipro Ltd. 
 
Keynote Address by: 
Dr K Kasturirangan, Chancellor of Central University of Rajasthan and NIIT 
University  

 
Panellists: 

• Mr Ritesh Agarwal, Founder & Group CEO, OYO Hotels and Homes  

• Mr Ashish Dhawan, Founder & Chairman, Central Square Foundation  

• Mr Mayank Kumar, Co-founder & M.D. upGrad 
 

 
11.00 a.m.- 
11.30 a.m. 

 
When COVID-19 hit India, like the rest of the world, we too were forced to innovate, re-
strategize, build new skills and strengths and look forward with a renewed focus on 
health and humanity. India set an example as it re-imagined itself and inspired itself with 
unique strength in its thoughts and actions focusing on CAN, SHOULD and WILL and 
emerging stronger from this crisis.      
 
How can India with its inherent strengths residing in its vibrancy of industry, to the 
strength of its leadership, educated and hardworking middle class and high potential 
youth ensure that we reach our rightful place in the world and emerge as a strong 
economy and an enlightened nation – our “Inspired India”.   
 
Session with:  
 
Shri Anand Sharma, Hon’ble Member of Parliament & Deputy Leader of Opposition in 
Rajya Sabha 
 
 

 
11.30 a.m.   
12.00 noon 
 

 
Tea Break 

 
12.00 noon 
-12.30 p.m. 

 

Valedictory Session:  
 
Address by:   
Shri Rajnath Singh, Hon’ble Minister for Defence, Government of India 
 

 


